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CHRIST UMC CARES

Pastor Dianne’s FEBRUARY LETTER
There’s a song I learned when I was growing up that my family and I sang
around the campfire. To my 11 year old self, it sounded a bit odd, but the older I get,
the more sense it seems to make to me. Here’s a link to a YouTube version of it:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KD97f8VyDek
It’s called The Circle Game, sung by Joni Mitchell, and the chorus includes these lines:
We’re captive on the carousel of time
We can’t return, we can only look
Behind from where we came
And go round and round and round in the circle game
In some ways, it’s hard to believe we have lived with the COVID-19 pandemic for
almost a year now. In many ways, we are in the midst of the worst of it – in midJanuary, the case numbers in Cuyahoga County were at 624 per 100,000, compared
to 139 per 100,000 in July and well above the flag rate of 50 per 100,000. We have a
long way to go. And it may seem as though between the pandemic and the neverending divisions in our country and the lack of progress on issues of racism that we
are on a carousel that just keeps going round and round.
How do we get off the carousel? Sometimes it feels as though we aren’t making
forward progress in any of these areas. But part of being a follower of Jesus, and a
United Methodist, means not getting stuck in the mud of negativity. Psalm 40
encourages us with these words:
I waited patiently for the Lord, who inclined to me and heard my cry.
The Lord drew me up from the desolate pit, out of the miry bog,
Set my feet upon a rock, making my steps secure.
The Lord put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God.
Many will see and be in awe, and put their trust in the Lord.
The founder of Methodism, John Wesley, said these final words on his
deathbed
Best of all, God is with us!
What new song is God calling you to sing in this season? How is God calling you
to be a light that others will see, to be in awe of God and to put their trust in the
Lord? Instead of “giving up” something for Lent this year, perhaps find a hymn or
song that will inspire you to trust in God and to stand firm upon the rock of faith.
And always remember to
Fear Not
Pastor Dianne

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS
Russ Van Scyoc
Guy Mann, Jr.
Carol De Laat
Marie Buser
Gary Montgomery
Ed Fairbanks
Debby Nesbitt
Les Darvas
Maggie Keenan
Rob Brock
Galen Younkin
Steve Wood
Dave Dickman
Al Tobey
Norma Paes, Harry Wentland’s sister
Jay Hillegass, LaRue’s brother-in-law

Ellen White
MJ
Victoria
Jenny
Sandy & Chuck
Gladys Elliott
Judy Polly

Mary Beth Murphy
Pat & Pam Finnegan
Lynn & Lindsey Parker
Marianne Keith-Rueting
Dorothy Heidenreich
Evan & Stephanie
Bobby Blankenship
Ed & Nancy Rote
Nadene & Dennis Smith

We extend our prayers and sympathy to the family and friends of Delores
Van Scyoc, wife of Russ Van Scyoc, who passed away on December 12.
We extend our prayers and sympathy to the family and friends of Pete
Miragliotta, nephew of Lisa Miragliotta-Van Scyoc, who passed away
suddenly at age 40.
We extend our prayers and sympathy to the family and friends of Merlyn
Newland.

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN: The Power of “I”
I WILL DO MORE: I am only one, but I am one.
I cannot do everything, but I can do something.
And what I can do, I ought to do.
And what I ought to do, by the force of God, I will do.
I will do more than belong…
I will participate
I will do more than care…
I will help
I will do more than believe…
I will practice
I will do more than be fair…
I will be kind.
I will do more than dream…
I will work.
I will do more than teach…
I will inspire.
I will do more than earn…
I will enrich.
I will do more than give…
I will grow.
I will do more than talk…
I will act.
I will be more than good…
I will be food for something.
- Anonymous, from the NCDUMW Beacon Newsletter November 2020
We received $120 for our drive-by lunch.
- Ruby Cunningham, president

Neighborhood Children’s Easter Party
Saturday, March 27
It's time to start planning for our Easter celebration with our neighborhood
children! This year, we will continue to follow our Stay Safe procedures and have a
party bag drive-through distribution. The Easter celebration bags will include
activities, crafts, candy, and of course some filled Easter eggs to allow our kids to
have their own Easter egg hunt at home. Everyone must pre-register by Saturday,
March 20th by texting or calling Shari at 216-213-2466. Distribution will be held
on Saturday, March 27th. Time for pickup will be given when you register so that
we can keep traffic moving.
How can you help? Call to register your kids, grandkids, etc. Help get the
word out to your friends and neighbors who have kids. Candy donations are
always appreciated! We handed out 233 Christmas bags and we are hoping for a
similar turnout for this neighborhood outreach. Please contact Shari Basenback
with any questions or if you need a candy donation pickup, which are needed by
March 20th.

West Park UCC’s ANNUAL EGG HUNT
will take place outdoors, around the church building, on
Saturday, April 3 at noon. There will be a special visit from
the Easter Bunny! All children and adults must wear a facial
covering. CUMC children are invited!

Peru Virtual UMVIM Journey
Share in the discussions and learning with pastors and
lay leaders of the Methodist Church of Peru. Be prepared
to discover the way God is moving in Peru and how God
is inviting you and others to be a part of this movement.
Come and build relationships, wonder, ask questions.
Team meetings: Sundays, February 7 & 14 at 3:00pm
Mission week: March 6, 10 & 13 at 6:00pm
To register: https://forms.gle/qjNw1sGd62dFjNGG6

EVENTS, STUDY and WORSHIP during LENT
LENT BAGS:

We will be providing bags with ashes, a
Lenten devotional, and a special gift to carry with you through
the Lenten season. You may pick these up at the church or they
will be mailed to those who request them.

ASH WEDNESDAY: February 17
- Ashes to Go: 7:00-8:30am in the Marc’s parking lot across from the church.
Look for the purple canopy provided by Dedicated Senior Medical Center. Take
time on your way to work and tell others to come to remember that we are all
God’s beloved children.
- Ash Wednesday Service: 7:00pm, livestream – We will once again join with our
siblings from West Park UCC as we journey through Lent, beginning with this
reflective service.

HYMNS OF LENT STUDY

Week 1
Week 2
Week 3
Week 4
Week 5
Week 6

Wednesdays at 6:00pm via Zoom
westparkucc.org/events
February 24 Beneath the Cross of Jesus
March 3
Just As I Am
March 10
The Old Rugged Cross
March 17
What Wondrous Love Is This?
March 24
Were You There?
March 31
Christ the Lord Is Risen Today

HOLY WEEK:

We will journey through Holy Week together with WPUCC as
we remember the events of Palm Sunday (March 28, regular Sunday 10:30am
service), Maundy Thursday (April 1 at 7:00pm) and Good Friday (April 2 at
7:00pm). On Holy Saturday (April 3 at 7:00pm) we will once again celebrate the
dawn of Easter with the Easter Vigil service. These services will be online.

EASTER SUNDAY:

Our Easter Sunday service will take place in the Kmart
parking lot at 10:00am on April 4. You may join the service from your car or bring a
chair if the weather is nice and you would like to sit outside. All COVID protocols
(masks and distancing) will be followed.

IN THE GARDEN MINISTRY
So, the garden season has come to an end with 10.5 pounds of
carrots, taking us to 275 pounds of produce. It's quite the number in that we
have only four beds. In doing the research, 60 pounds is a good number for a
4x10 bed; we surpassed that.
A BIG thank you to those who helped - whether it be by tilling, planting
seed, weeding, watering or just stopping by for a chat.
I learned much this year. First, since we couldn't have community meals, Pastor Dianne
said to just give away the produce. My selfish thought was no... it's for community meals. I was
wrong. The produce was for the community and the community and church arrived for the
spoils. We, CUMC, are here to serve.
Second, I learned to be patient and grateful. Grateful for conversation and friendship at
the garden, for the beauty of growing plant, and bounty of harvest. Gardening has three P's...
pray, plant and be patient.
Finally, I really learned God is in control and EVERYTHING is in His timing. I planned 2020
around community meals...not! We simply gave much away and set aside some for drive-by
meals. Every time the produce was given away, whether by walk by or drive by, the timing was
perfect, the weather was perfect! I experienced God moments the entire season. No way did I
know this would be a COVID year with many restrictions. My faith is far greater because of
God's work in the garden through and with me and the helpers. Helpers, in your own
right, you are heroes. Thank you!
To those who helped - thank you. To those who prayed - thank you. To those who
chatted - thank you. To those who ate the abundance - thank you. To those who will eat in
February - thank you.
- Peace, Roy

EGG SHELL RECIPE: Bake 15-20 minutes at 250°. Cool. Place in bag and crush.

SPAGHETTI PICK UP DINNER
We have another drive-by meal coming. Jan, Gill and myself
will be making spaghetti and dessert on Friday, February 12
for pickup on Saturday, February 13, just as we did for the
cabbage-n-noodles meal. Meals available from 11:00am to
1:00pm. Make your reservation by phoning the church
office, 216.671.2600. We will be using tomatoes and garlic
from the garden!
- Thanks, Roy

MISSION IN ACTION: East Ohio Conference was the largest
giver to African University. A dormitory for girls still needs funding.
- Ruby Cunningham, Mission Committee Chairperson
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LECTIONARY SCRIPTURE READINGS for FEBRUARY
Feb. 7:

Isaiah 40:21-31; Psalm 147:1-11, 20c;
1 Corinthians 9:16-23; Mark 1:29-39

Feb. 14:

2 Kings 2:1-12; Psalm 50:1-6;
2 Corinthians 4:3-6; Mark 9:2-9

Feb. 21:

Genesis 9:8-17; Psalm 25:1-10;
1 Peter 3:18-22; Mark 1:9-15

Feb. 28:

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16; Psalm 22:23-31;
Romans 4:13-25; Mark 8:31-38

NEIGHBORHOOD PRAYER BOX
As we look for ways to reach out to our neighbors, praying for one
another seems a reasonable idea. We are preparing a “prayer box” to
install outside the church inviting anyone to allow us to pray for and
with them. We expect to have this installed by the first week of
February and hope that you will also feel free to submit prayer
requests along with our friends and neighbors.

WORSHIP IN THE SANCTUARY
Worship in the sanctuary will begin again once Cuyahoga County is back in orange
for two weeks. BUT, we will continue LIVESTREAMING worship at 10:30am.
• ChristUMC.com
• Youtube.com/user/ChristChurch75
• Facebook.com/ChristUMC1938
• Buzz Ministry: 216.400.5600, option 4

Christ United Methodist Church
3625 West 138th Street
Cleveland, OH 44111

