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CHRIST UMC WELCOMES YOU 
 

 

Church Office Hours  

Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 
9:00am - 2:00pm 

See monthly calendar for days closed. 
 

Worship Service  

Sunday at 10:30am  
 

Livestream via 

ChristUMC.com 
Youtube.com/ChristChurch75 

Facebook.com/ChristUMC1938 
Buzz Ministry: 216.400.5600, opt 4 
  

In this issue: 
Pastor’s Letter 

Prayer Requests 
Loss and Grief Support Group 

United Methodist Women 
Mission Ministry 

Children’s Advent Events 
CUMC’s Advent Events 
In the Garden Ministry 

 

 

 

CHRIST UMC CARES 
 
 
 

 

DECEMBER / JANUARY 



 
 

Pastor Dianne’s 
DECEMBER / JANUARY LETTER  

What are you looking forward to this holiday season? 

      That may seem like the wrong question this year. I know for me, the first thing I think 
about when I start thinking about the holidays are all of the things I am going to miss. 
Decorating the sanctuary and climbing the ladder while Al and Ken hold it steady and 
everyone jokes about how John fell off his ladder at home a couple of years ago. Listening 
to the choir sing beautiful anthems every week. Sharing some soup and bread together 
with West Park UCC as we gather for our weekly Advent study.  
     And of course, most of all, our beautiful Christmas Eve service, with the candles and 
the choir and our talented instrumentalists sharing their gifts. Hugging everyone and 
wishing them Merry Christmas as they head off into a cold starry night. And going home 
with my parents to enjoy another Christmas Eve with them, followed by an always magical 
Christmas Day together. 
      It’s hard for me to even write about these things this year. And if I think about them 
too much they make me very, very sad. This is the first Christmas since I was born that I will 
not be celebrating with my parents. They are 82 and 84 now and have been sheltering at 
home for months, as have many of you. My daughter Glennis will be in England celebrating 
Christmas with her fiancé Sammy, at the home they have been sharing together, but 
without Sammy’s family since England has been in a lockdown since mid-November 
      But let me ask again, What are you looking forward to this holiday season? Back on 
my first Easter, it seemed as though everything went wrong. But whenever we would make 
another mistake, I just said, “He is still risen!” No matter whether the choir all stood up at 
the right time, or the liturgist announced the correct hymn, or I stuttered over the words in 
my sermon, Christ is still risen. 
      And today, we need to remember that whether or not we get to engage in any or all 
of the Christmas traditions we are used to, God is still with us. God came to earth as a little 
baby, grew up in a family, ministered on the earth. Jesus Christ, Emmanuel, God with us, 
never left us alone, and God with us is not going to leave us alone this year either. 
      Our celebrations are going to look different. Our tables will not be filled. But our 
hearts can still be. Because the gift that is Christmas doesn’t depend on whether we were 
able to go out shopping for the perfect gift. It doesn’t even depend on whether we are 
surrounded in our homes by all of our relatives and friends that we love. The gift that is 
Christmas is the love that God has for us that will never die. How can we share that gift this 
year? In phone calls and letters, in letting our neighbors know we care about them. In 
taking time to be with God each day, and asking God to show us new ways to reach out to 
others. In joining in our weekly Bible study group on Wednesdays on Zoom, and worshiping 
online on Sundays and leaving comments for our friends and prayer requests and joys we 
have experienced. 



 
 

      We show our love for God and neighbor this year by NOT gathering together, by NOT 
going out, by wearing our masks and staying home and staying safe. I hope you will join 
with me and celebrate virtually. Because best of all, God is still with us. 
 

Thank You 
I was going to try to make a list of people I wanted to thank for all they are doing and have 
done to make Christ UMC such a wonderful, Christ-centered, mission focused place to be, 
especially these past 9 months. But that would be impossible. From the Care Team Callers, 
to the Worship Team, to the Meal Makers, to the Garden Crew, to the Finance Team and 
the Treasurers, this church is full of folks who embody Christ’s love. I am so grateful to be 
your pastor. Please know that you ARE Christ’s body on earth. And what you do, no matter 
how small, matters! 
 

Pandemic Update 
The attached form summarizes the reopening guidelines that our church’s COVID 

leadership team adopted back in the spring, when we realized that the coronavirus was not 
going to go away any time soon, and a vaccine was not readily available. When we adopted 
this plan, we knew that the virus was spread by human contact. We did not understand as 
well as we do today that aerosols are the primary means of transmission, and the 
importance of ventilation in any size room as well as limiting numbers, staying far apart 
from one another, wearing masks covering nose and mouth and washing and sanitizing 
your hands. 

I wish I could say by now that we have made progress and would be able to begin in 
person worship soon. However, rather than that, we are in the midst of a surge of the virus. 
The Cuyahoga County Health Department has issued a stay at home advisory, meaning we 
are only to leave our homes for the most essential tasks. So, it appears we will be in the 
“red zone” for some time to come. 

Do not lose heart, my friends. Please know that the health and safety of this 
congregation is our primary concern. Staying home right now means staying safe.  
We have been doing a great job as a church, thanks to our amazing volunteers and staff. 
We are having wonderful weekly worship. We have reached out to our community with 
masks and produce and Halloween treats and love. We have stayed in touch with one 
another with phone calls and porch visits. 

If you ever have any questions about our protocol, or need anything else, please call 
me. If you do, though, expect that I will pray with you! 

We will never, ever stop being the church. 
Together. Please, friends, keep the faith. Persevere. 
Support one another. And never, ever stop praying. 

 

Of course, always 
 
Fear Not,  
Pastor Dianne 



 
 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS          
Russ & Delores Van Scyoc      Guy Mann, Jr.  Mary Beth Murphy 
Carol De Laat     Marie Buser    MJ  
Nadene & Dennis Smith  Ellen White  Joseph Kaly 
Debby Nesbitt    Les Darvas   Marianne Keith-Rueting 
Lynn & Lindsey Parker   Maggie Keenan  Dorothy Heidenreich  
Pat & Pam Finnegan   Galen Younkin  Evan & Stephanie 
Dave Dickman    Steve Wood  Calvin 
Bobby Blankenship   Rob Brock   Gladys Elliott 
Judy Polly, sister-in-law of Suzan Fairbanks   Arlene McKee 
Ed & Nancy Rote, Lisa Van Scyoc’s aunt & uncle  Victoria 
   

We extend our prayers and sympathy to the family and friends of Dennis 
Vasko, brother of Cheryl Holmes, who passed away on October 13. 
 

We extend our prayers and sympathy to the family and friends of Phil 
Barker, husband of Linda Barker, who passed away on October 28. 
 

We extend our prayers and sympathy to the family and friends of Tom 
Redmond, father of Shannon Redmond, who passed away on November 3. 
 

We extend our prayers and sympathy to the family and friends of David 
Ream, first cousin of Galen Younkin, who passed away on November 9. 
 

We extend our prayers and sympathy to the family and friends of Don 
Wilson, husband of LaRue Wilson, father of Connie Van Kuren and Karyn 
Murphy, grandfather of Jack Van Kuren, who passed away on November 21. 

 

Thank you!  Dear GROW Task Force- John Motley, Reverend Covault and the 

Church Congregation, Thank you so much for your continued support of our 
Bountiful Basement Program.  
        Sincerely, Dan Kemer & Eric Russell, Bountiful Basement, Blessed Trinity Parish 
 

The Nurture and Care committee will host a virtual gathering of our 

Loss and Grief Support Group on Monday, January 4, 2021. It has been far too long, 
almost a year, since we’ve been able to gather to pray and support one another. It 
is our hope that all who have had to endure the pain of loss this past year will be 
able to join us via Zoom video or by telephone to share or simply listen in as we try 
to lift one another up to God. Specific time and instructions will be announced as 
we approach that date.                                                       - Nurture and Care 



 
 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
Susan Balesky has been in charge of our United Methodist Women’s 
Christmas Party for several years. Since our church building is not open, she 
is doing a “Drive-by Lunch” on Wednesday, December 9, from 11:00am to 
1:00pm. If you aren’t furnishing food and have enough extra money, please 

make a small offering. The menu will be: split-pea or potato soup, a hot beef or 
pork sandwich (depending on meat cost), shortbread & chocolate cookies. Ruby 
will call you for your choice of soup. 

We hope to have at least one bake sale in 2021 to donate to five or six 
missions.                                                                         - Ruby Cunningham, president 

 

MISSION IN ACTION 
Our last special offering in 2020 is United Methodist Student Day, 

Sunday, November 29. My late husband, Dr. Earl Cunningham, and I 
both received scholarships from this fund. Many other pastors, 
including Pastor Dianne, and professional church workers would not 
have been able to do their religious studies without these grants.  

On Sunday, January 17, we celebrate Human Relations Day in memory of 
Martin Luther King. This fund helps Methodist pastors in the world.  

Envelopes are on the back table for both offerings. 
                                                  - Ruby Cunningham, Mission Committee Chairperson 
 

                
We offer resources to help lower your sewer bill. 
You rely on sewer and stormwater services every day, 

but when bills are due in difficult times, we understand priorities change. Our 
priority will always be our customers. And we may offer the help you need.  

While collection activities are on hold during the COVID-19 pandemic, sewer 
bills don’t go away. The Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District offers cost-saving 
programs, including:  

• Crisis Assistance for life events like job loss or medical expenses  

• Homestead* or Affordability program 40% discount for qualified customers.    
* Property must be owner-occupied 
 

If you are a renter having difficulty making payments due to COVID-19, Northeast 
Ohio Rent Help is available thanks to CHN Housing Partners (888) 901-1222.  
See if you qualify: Please contact NEORSD Customer Service at (216) 881-8247. 



 
 

CHILDREN’S ADVENT EVENTS 
 

2020 Neighborhood Children's Christmas Party 
We miss seeing all of the children at our holiday parties! Until we can safely 

meet and celebrate together, we invite you to register for a Christmas Party-in-a-
bag that your children can enjoy at home. Bags will include crafts, goodies, prizes, 
and our best wishes for a safe and Merry Christmas.    

Please text or call Shari at 216-213-2466 by December 4th to register your 
children ages 12 and younger to participate and receive the time to pick up the 
bags. Party bags will be distributed on Saturday, December 12th as a stay-in-your-
car drive thru process. Everyone must pre-register to participate! Hope to have 
you included in the fun! For church members, we can arrange alternate times or 
delivery if you are local to alleviate traffic concerns on that day. 

 
 
 

Would you please donate Christmas candy? The Education 

Committee will be putting together Christmas gift bags to hand out to 
children on December 12. Your monetary or candy donation by Friday, 
December 4 will go a long way in helping this outreach program.  

Questions? Contact Jill Pongallo at 440.381.6367 or jpscruff@gmail.com 
 
 
 

Zoom with Santa 
Santa wants to do his part to keep us all safe this year, 

but he still wants to talk to his youngest friends! Santa is 
already very busy at the North Pole but will take time from 
his schedule for a virtual Zoom session on Sunday, December 
13 at 2:30pm. Each child will have a few minutes to speak 
privately with Santa (with parents!) and some time to visit 
with each other.               If you would like to participate: 

Topic: Chat with Santa 
Time: December 13, 2020 12:30pm Eastern Time  

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83868128092 

Meeting ID: 838 6812 8092 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83868128092


 
 

 

CUMC’s ADVENT EVENTS 
 

Advent Study: NOT A SILENT NIGHT by Adam Hamilton 
 

December 2, 9, 16 & 23 from 6:00pm to 7:00pm 

Zoom Meeting with West Park UCC 
 

You may order the book via Amazon, Cokesbury, 
 or christianbook.com.  

Want help ordering a book, please contact Pastor Dianne. 
 

If you need scholarship funds, please email/text Pastor Dianne, 
and she will order the book for you. 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87037224655?pwd=UVZWZE5MUWlLNzVRc0Z1MTEzQTZxUT09 
 

Meeting ID: 870 3722 4655         Passcode: 478657 
Dial by your location                  +1 929 205 6099  

 
UMW Christmas Drive-by Lunch 

Wednesday, December 9: Drive-by luncheon, 11:00am to 1:00pm  

Soup, hot sandwich & dessert! 

 

2020 Neighborhood Children's Christmas Party 
Saturday, December 12:  Stay-in-your-car drive thru 

More information in article. 
 

Zoom with Santa 
See article. 

 

Longest Night Service 
Monday, December 21 at 7:00pm 

 

Christmas Eve Worship 
6:00pm in the Kmart parking lot 

8:00pm livestream of Christmas Eve 2019 worship service 

http://christianbook.com/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87037224655?pwd=UVZWZE5MUWlLNzVRc0Z1MTEzQTZxUT09


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
As we come to the end of the year, I want to let you, as the Christ Church 

family, know that I am so very grateful to be a part of this dynamic church. Thank 
you to all of you for your caring thoughts, phone call laughter, support and most of 
all - your love. God’s love is in this place.                   With joy and gratitude - Jo 

 

WORSHIP IN THE  SANCTUARY 
Worship in the sanctuary will begin again once Cuyahoga County is back in orange 
for two weeks. 
BUT, we will continue LIVESTREAMING worship at 10:30am. 

• ChristUMC.com             

• Youtube.com/user/ChristChurch75 

• Facebook.com/ChristUMC1938 

• Buzz Ministry: 216.400.5600, option 4 



 
 

IN THE GARDEN MINISTRY 
 

A note on behalf of the congregation 
                                                  

“One is nearer God’s heart in a garden... 
than anywhere else on earth.”  

- Dorothy Frances Gurney 
  

As the season of gardening winds down and the spent vegetable plants are 
plucked from the ground, the beds go into hibernation until next year. There has 
been enormous bounty from our gardens to support our church family and 
community friends...more than 240 pounds of produce! 
  

I wanted to take a moment to thank Roy Buser and his amazing support staff for 
the many hours preparing the soil, planting and tending the crops, harvesting and 
delivering food to the people. This sounds like the definition of Christian disciples 
of God’s love. You are all blessings and deserve our gratitude...THANK YOU! 
   

Any questions, let me know. Thanks, Linda Prudhoe on behalf of the entire church 
 

A note from a volunteer 
Last year I was planning on volunteering with the garden, but because of my 

health issues I wasn’t able to. This year I’m so glad I was able to. Being on the 
garden crew has helped me with not smoking after quitting in February. And with 
this pandemic, it has given me an outlet to destress.  
  When I was working a few days a week from home in the summer, I would go 
up to the garden the last two hours of the work day and work from the garden by 
using the Bluetooth on my phone for internet. That was so peaceful and relaxing. 

The community garden has also gotten my middle son Drew more involved 
with the Church. He helped in March with turning the beds before planting with 
Roy and a few others. He has also helped me a couple times with watering. I think 
because of the garden, that may be a reason why some Sundays he is actually 
awake at 10:30 and watches the service with me on the smart tv in the living room.  

I want to thank the Church for sponsoring the garden, and Roy for his 
leadership and his knowledge of gardening, and for the whole garden team.   
                                                                                                                       - Kathy Pavick 



 
 

LECTIONARY SCRIPTURE READINGS for DECEMBER 

Dec. 6: Isaiah 40:1-11;  Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13;  2 Peter 3:8-15a;  Mark 1:1-8 

Dec. 13 : Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11;  Psalm 126;  1 Thessalonians 5:16-24;  

    John 1:6-8, 19-28 

Dec. 20: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16;  Luke 1:47-55;  Romans 16:25-27;  Luke 1:26-38 

Dec. 27:  Isaiah 61:10-62:3;  Psalm 148;  Galatians 4:4-7;  Luke 2:22-40 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  1 
 

Bulletin Deadline  
 

2 
 

6p Advent 
Study/Zoom 
 

3 
 

4 
 

 

5 
 

 

6 
 

10:30a Worship 
 

11:45a 

Finance/Zoom  

7 
 

 

8 
 

Bulletin Deadline  
 

 

9 
 

11a UMW 
Christmas 
Drive-by Lunch 
 

6p Advent 
Study/Zoom 

10 
 

 

11 
 
 

 

12 
 

11a 
Children’s 
Christmas 
Party 

13 
 

10:30a Worship 
 

12:30p Zoom 

with Santa 

 

14 
 

 

15 
 

Bulletin Deadline  
 

 

16 
 

6p Advent 
Study/Zoom 

17 
 

 

18 
 
 

19 
 
 

20 
 

10:30a Worship  
  

21 
 

7p Longest 
Night Service 

22 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
 

7:00p Interfaith 
Thanksgiving 
Service/Livestream 
  

23 
 

6p Advent 
Study/Zoom 

24 
 

6p Christmas Eve 
Service/ Kmart 
parking lot 
 

8p Christmas Eve 
2019 Service/ 
Livestream 
 

25 
 

 

26 
 

 
 

27 
 

10:30a Worship  
 

 

28 
 

Office Closed 
 

 

29 
 
 
  

30 
 

Office Closed 

31 
 

New Year’s Eve 
 

Office Closed 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

LECTIONARY SCRIPTURE READINGS for JANUARY 
Jan. 3: Isaiah 60:1-6;  Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14;   

Ephesians 3:1-12;  Matthew 2:1-12 

Jan. 10: Genesis 1:1-5;  Psalm 29;  Acts 19:1-7;  Mark 1:4-11  

Jan. 17: 1 Samuel 3:1-20;  Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18;   
1 Corinthians 6:12-20;  John 1:43-51 

Jan. 24:  Jonah 3:1-5, 10;  Psalm 62:5-12;   

1 Corinthians 7:29-31;  Mark 1:14-20 

Jan. 31: Deuteronomy 18:15-20;  Psalm 111;  

    1 Corinthians 8:1-13;  Mark 1:21-28 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

    

 
 
 
 

1 
 

New Year’s 
Day 

 

2 
 

 

3 
 

10:30a Worship 
 

Epiphany Sunday 

4 
 

Church office 
closed 
 

Loss & Grief 
Support 
Group/TBD 

5 
 

Bulletin 
Deadline  
 

 

6 
 

 

7 
 

 

8 
 
 

 

9 
 
 

10 
 

10:30a Worship 
 

11:45a Finance/Zoom 

 

11 
 

 

12 
 

Bulletin 
Deadline  

13 
 

 

14 
 

 

15 
February 

MESSENGER 
articles due 

16 
 
 

17 
 

10:30a Worship  
 

Human Relations Day 
 

18 
 

19 
 

Bulletin 
Deadline 

20 
 

 

21 
 

22 
 

 

23 
 

 
 

24 
 

10:30a Worship  
 

11:45a Church 
Council/Zoom 
-------------------------------- 
31 
 

10:30a Worship 

25 
 
 

 

26 
 

Bulletin 
Deadline  
 

  

27 
 
 

28 
 

29 
 
 

30 
 
 

        Thy Word  
is a lamp 

 unto  my     
        feet, and a        
light unto my 
path. 
   - Psalm 9:105  
 



 
 

 
 

Advent Study: Wednesdays, December 2, 9, 16 & 23  

UMW Christmas Lunch:  Wednesday, December 9 

Children's Christmas Party: Saturday, December 12 

Zoom with Santa: Sunday, December 13 

Longest Night Service: Monday, December 21 

Christmas Eve Worship: 6:00pm in the Kmart parking lot 

8:00pm livestream of Christmas Eve 2019 worship service 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Christ United Methodist Church 
3625 West 138th Street 
Cleveland, OH  44111 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 


