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CHRIST UMC CARES

NOVEMBER LETTER FROM PASTOR DIANNE
The Virtual Annual Conference
The 51st Annual Conference of the East Ohio Annual Conference was held
September 25-27. This was to be the last Annual Conference held at Lakeside, the
Chautauqua community about an hour west of here that started as a Methodist
Camp Meeting ground. But because of the COVID 19 pandemic, the conference
was first postponed and then moved from an in-person meeting to a virtual one.
As part of the Conference secretarial staff, I was on site at Church of the
Saviour in Cleveland Heights, where the conference took place. One of my jobs
was to ensure that every attendee was not bringing the virus into the conference
setting – so my day started early as folks began arriving to set up the audio visual
feed. I checked each person in and checked their temperature. Thankfully people
were very good about checking in and keeping their masks on!
On Friday, we had the closed clergy session, where we discuss matters for
clergy and approve the slate of candidates for ministry – those being ordained and
commissioned in the conference. I was delighted to be able to affirm several of my
close friends and colleagues. Friday afternoon was the rehearsal for the service of
commemoration and communion and the service of ordination. By virtue of being
present, I was given the task of carrying the Bishop’s banner in the procession – if
you look at the video of the service, my feet are visible behind the banner ☺
Saturday started with worship – listening to live music (the singers wore masks
in the well ventilated room) and hearing the Bishop preach were highlights. But
the best part was my first chance to receive communion since March. Based on
the procedures used, I was able to offer communion the first Sunday in October at
our church as well.
Saturday’s business session was marred by a major error on the part of the firm
hired to process our digital voting – the numbers for and against approval of the
finance report, with the recommended increase in minimum salary for clergy,
were switched, leading to a required revote and finally passage. We also easily
approved a resolution to end racism in all its forms. Most of the other reports
were routine, allowing us to move through business fairly quickly – although the
session went over by an hour, leaving us little time prior to the Ordination Service.
Typically the ordination service is an exciting and crowded affair, as families and
friends gather to celebrate and to witness to the power of the Spirit in the lives of

the ordinands. Although each ordinand was allowed only two guests, the presence
of God’s spirit was still palpable in the room. Watching the Bishop lay hands on my
friends is a powerful reminder of my own call to ministry and a chance to reaffirm
that call each year.
I hope you all had a chance to join in on Sunday as we worshipped together
with those around the conference and heard the word interpreted from three very
diverse perspectives.
All in all, I was grateful to be “on site” for this first virtual Annual Conference,
but I am hopeful and prayerful that we will be able to gather in person next year!
And remember always, of course, to
Fear Not
Pastor Dianne

PASTOR PORCH CALLS
If you'd like an outside, physically distant visit with your pastor, please
contact the office and Jo can set a time when I could come and sit (I'll
bring my own chair) for a time to share and pray together weather
permitting. It's one way for us to stay connected, especially on these
beautiful fall days!
- Pastor Dianne

Would you please donate Christmas candy? The
Education Committee will be putting together Christmas gift bags to
hand out to children on December 12, beginning at 11:00am. Your
monetary or candy donation will go a long way in helping this outreach
program. Questions? Contact Jill Pongallo at 440.381.6367 or
jpscruff@gmail.com

MASK MINISTRY
Are you looking for a mask? Do you know someone who needs
a mask? Thanks to the great number of volunteers at Christ
Church, we have masks to give away. Thanks to Susan Balesky and
her “helpers”, we have a mask clothesline on the east side ramp of
the church. Feel free to unclip a mask to take home with you! If
you are a mask maker, the masks on the clothesline disappear very quickly!
We’d love to have more to share with the neighborhood!

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS
Russ & Delores Van Scyoc
Guy Mann, Jr.
Carol De Laat
Marie Buser
Nadene & Dennis Smith
Marie Schultz
Debby Nesbitt
Les Darvas
Lynn & Lindsey Parker
Maggie Keenan
Pat & Pam Finnegan
Galen Younkin
Justin Younkin
Dave Dickman
Bobby Blankenship
MJ
Rob Brock
Joseph Kaly
Dennis, Cheryl Holmes’ brother
Ed & Nancy Rote, Lisa Van Scyoc’s aunt & uncle
Judy Polly, sister-in-law of Suzan Fairbanks
Evan & Stephanie, Jane Thorkelson’s nephew & wife

Mary Beth Murphy
Pam Englehart
Ellen White
Marianne Keith-Rueting
Dorothy Heidenreich
Valerie
Steve Wood
Calvin
Gail

Congratulations to Alexis & Dallas Bright on the birth of their son Zeth.
Proud nephew of Sunshine and Heaven Hayes and great grandson of Ray &
Debbie Hayes.
We extend our prayers and sympathy to the family and friends of Andy
Szipal, brother-in-law of Galen Younkin, who passed away at 98.
We extend our prayers and sympathy to the family and friends of James
Lask, son of Carla Lask, who passed away at the age of 35.

All Saints Day
On Sunday, November 1, the church will celebrate
the lives of CUMC members who have passed since
last November. Please join us in loving memory of
Elaine Darvas, Helen Tank, Ruth Thompson,
and Douglas Doty.

Thank You Dear friends at Christ UMC, Your loving support means the world to
Midwest Mission and to the countless people who will be touched by your
generosity. You are a shining light for Christ and a beacon of hope!
-In His service, Chantel Corrie

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Once our church building is open to small groups and meetings, UMW will
get together in Jump Fellowship Hall. If we cannot meet safely in
November, we hope to get together in December. We will learn about
Ordinary Women of the Bible, a book from Guideposts.
- Ruby Cunningham, president

MISSION IN ACTION
Due to the fact that we have been having limited worshiping onsite,
you will find envelopes for the five special offerings - UMCOR, Native
American Ministries Sunday, Peace with Justice Sunday, World
Communion Sunday, and United Methodist Student Day - on the
back table should you wish to donate once you return to worshiping
in the sanctuary.
- Ruby Cunningham, Mission Committee Chairperson

LAST CALL for DIRECTORY INFORMATION
Please let me know if you would like to be in the directory and what
information may be printed.
Thank you! Jo

We have 135 households so far!

WORSHIP IN THE SANCTUARY BEGINS…
Worship in the sanctuary is by reservation. To make your reservation, phone the
church office or register on the church website beginning the Monday before the
service you wish to attend up until noon on Thursday. The number of people in the
sanctuary will be limited to ensure social distancing. If Cuyahoga County returns to
red, we will be back to livestream worshiping only until Cuyahoga County returns
to orange for two weeks.
BUT, we will continue LIVESTREAMING worship at 10:30am.
• ChristUMC.com
• Youtube.com/user/ChristChurch75
• Facebook.com/ChristUMC1938
• Buzz Ministry: 216.400.5600, option 4

IN THE GARDEN MINISTRY
Getting ready for winter. Below is a list of helpful items!

- Roy

EGG SHELLS: Bake 15-20 minutes at 250°. Set aside to cool. Place in bag and crush.
COFFEE GROUNDS
FALLEN LEAVES: no oak, please
MESH BAGS are NO LONGER needed for fall garden produce. THANKS!
Watch for details on Jan & Jill’s cabbage & noodles!
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LECTIONARY SCRIPTURE READINGS for NOVEMBER
Nov. 1:
Nov. 8:
Nov. 15:
Nov. 22:
Nov. 29:

Revelation 7:9-17; Psalm 34:1-10, 22;
Thy Word
1 John 3:1-3; Matthew 5:1-12
is a lamp
Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25; Psalm 78:1-7;
unto my
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Matthew 25:1-13
feet, and a
Judges 4:1-7; Psalm 76;
light unto my
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; Matthew 25:14-30
path.
- Psalm 9:105
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24; Psalm 100;
Ephesians 1:15-23; Matthew 25:31-46
Isaiah 64:1-9; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; 1 Corinthians 1:3-9; Mark 13:24-37

INTERFAITH
THANKSGIVING
SERVICE

Tuesday, November 24 at 7:00pm
Livestreaming
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