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CHRIST UMC WELCOMES YOU 
 

 

Church Office Hours  
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 

9:00am - 2:00pm 
(beginning Wednesday, September 9) 

 

Worship Service  

Sunday at 10:30am  
 

Livestream via 
ChristUMC.com 

Youtube.com/ChristChurch75 
Facebook.com/ChristUMC1938 

 

 

 

CHRIST UMC CARES 
 

 
 
 
 

 

    SEPTEMBER 2020 



 
 

SEPTEMBER LETTER FROM PASTOR DIANNE 

The Church Never Closed 
 

It’s been a confusing summer in terms of our life in the pandemic. It’s OK to go 
out! No wait you shouldn’t go out! Wear your mask! No, it doesn’t work if you 
don’t cover your nose! Stay 6 feet apart! Wait, what are all of those people in 
bars doing sitting close together and drinking without wearing masks? School is 
starting in person! No, wait, it will be online. Sports won’t happen! No, wait they 
will. 
 

The truth is, none of us has ever done this before. And with an invisible enemy 
that is spread through microscopic droplets, it’s hard to know how much safety 
is enough. 
 

Our last worship service in the sanctuary together was on March 8. In these 
past months, I have been meeting regularly with church leaders to discuss what 
is happening with the pandemic here in Cuyahoga County and when and how 
the church will open its doors on Sundays and the rest of the week. 
 

Yes, we are hoping it will be soon. But the truth is, we will probably go back and 
forth between opening and going back to online only for the next months – as 
we keep a close eye on the status of cases and ensure the safety of those who 
gather. We’re not going to get it exactly right immediately – even though we 
are going to try.  
 

But this is an important time for us to remember – the Church never closed. The 
Church never closed. We are still the Church no matter where we are, no matter 
if we are gathered together on Sundays or apart. We are the representatives of 
Christ in the world. That is our calling and our responsibility.  Whether we are at 
home making phone calls, praying for one another, or sewing masks, at our 
community garden sowing seeds, or taking part in Zoom Bible studies and 
meetings, we are still about God’s work. 
 
So keep up the good work my friends. 
 
And as always 
Fear not! 
Pastor Dianne 



 
 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS          
Russ & Delores Van Scyoc      Guy Mann, Jr.  Mary Beth Murphy 
Carol De Laat     Marie Buser    Pam Englehart 
Nadene & Dennis Smith  Marie Schultz  Ellen White 
Debby Nesbitt    Les Darvas   Marianne Keith-Rueting 
Lynn & Lindsey Parker   Chris Beam  Dorothy Heidenreich  
Pat & Pam Finnegan   Galen Younkin  Valerie 
Rob, Maggie Keenan’s son  Zayden Mango   MJ 
Ed & Nancy Rote, Lisa Van Scyoc’s aunt & uncle    
Andy Szipel, Galen’s brother-in-law 
   

We extend our prayers and sympathy to the family and friends of Barbara 
Fletcher, wife of Ruby Cunningham’s brother, Kent, who passed away in July. 

 

We extend our prayers and sympathy to the family and friends of Marilyn 
Novak, Galen’s sister-in-law, who passed on July 20, 2020. 

 

Welcome to Christ UMC, Micah Joseph, son of Jared & Danielle Gadomski 
Littleton and little brother of Eli and Calvin. Micah was born on June 22. 
 

Congratulations to Kim & Axel Brandt on the birth of Lyla Reese Brandt, 
born July 15. Jo is the excited grandmother. 

 

Thank you  for your prayers. Zac is doing much better!   - Lisa Van Scyoc 

Thank you:  I would like to thank the many friends of her church family as well 

as Elaine Darvas' own family and friends for their kind expressions of compassion 
and condolence in her passing in March. Elaine was a good wife and a wonderful 
friend who enjoyed conversation with so many in meetings or over the telephone 
with those who enjoyed her kind words.  

I also thank Sally Donlon Armstrong of the Donlon Funeral Home as well as 
Rev. Dianne Covault for her frequent visits while Elaine was in hospitals and the 
North Olmsted O'Neill Healthcare facility where she was cared for during her final 
days.                                                                                                              -Les Darvas  

 

Thank you, Betty Braschwitz and Cara Hogan, for the masks you made for us.  

Thank you for all the prayers. Lyla Reese has gone home!  - Jo 

Thank you, Jill Pongallo for offering census help to those wanting it. 

Thank you: Natalie and I thank you so much for ALL the books and graduation  

wishes! The support and love of Christ Church means so much! - Lisa and Natalie 



 
 

BOOK STUDY: So You Want to Talk about Race 
In So You Want to Talk About Race, Ijeoma Oluo guides 
readers of all races through subjects ranging from 
intersectionality and affirmative action to “model minorities” 
in an attempt to make the seemingly impossible possible: 
honest conversations about race and racism, and how they 
infect almost every aspect of American life. West Park UCC, in 
partnership with Christ United Methodist, will host a five week 
Zoom book study starting September 2, taking place each 
Wednesday night in September at 6pm for 75 minutes.   

CLICK HERE for more information or to sign up. 
 https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1oYyNlseshNFq7qf4g147jTI4gqzypI_cdx1Rdg0dlFE/edit 

. 

PASTOR PORCH CALLS: If you'd like an outside, physically 

distant visit with your pastor, please contact the office and Jo can set a 
time when I could come and sit (I'll bring my own chair) for a time to 
share and pray together. It's one way for us to stay connected, 
especially on these beautiful summer days!                  - Pastor Dianne     
                                                                                                  

 

PLEASE GIVE JO YOUR DIRECTORY INFORMATION. 
I am putting together an updated directory of names, addresses, 
phones numbers and emails of friends and members of Christ UMC. 
Please let me know if you would like to be in the directory and what 
information may be printed. I will be starting from scratch. Hence, to 

ensure privacy, you will only be in the directory if I hear directly from you with 
what information you would like to have shared. If you have children living with 
you, please let me know if you would like to have them listed in your household. 
Feel free to get ahold of me via phone, email or letter.         Thank you!   Jo 

We have 70 households so far! 

FROM THE OFFICE 
• If you are hospitalized, please let Jo know. The hospital is not allowed to 

contact the church unless you make a specific request. 

• Regular church office hours, 9:00am to 2:00pm, begin on Wednesday, 
September 9. Please remember that the church building is still closed, so the 
church office is not open for visitors.                           - Joyously, Jo                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1oYyNlseshNFq7qf4g147jTI4gqzypI_cdx1Rdg0dlFE/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1oYyNlseshNFq7qf4g147jTI4gqzypI_cdx1Rdg0dlFE/edit


 
 

WHEN DICK GODDARD VISITED CHRIST CHURCH 
 May 1962 was the traditional month when our Men’s Club program was known as 
“Ladies Night”, when the wives and other ladies of the church were treated to a meal 
and entertainment. As the Men’s Club Program Chairman I invited the fairly new and 
popular Channel 3 weatherman Dick Goddard to come and entertain with a talk about 
his experiences in this job. 
 By coincidence in the same month our long-time church custodian, Mr. Chalmer 
Boston, planned to retire from his job. A gift collection of money from our congregation 
was to be presented to Mr. Boston at the Men’s Club Ladies Night. 
 After he received the “purse” as Rev. Dietrich called it, Mr. Boston was asked to 
say a few words. With Dick Goddard on hand Mr. Boston said, “I have never been much 
of a speaker. My father told me that if I didn’t know what to say, I should just talk about 
the weather.” 
 Mr. Boston’s speech brought the house down, but Dick Goddard was then called 
upon to give his own speech.                                                       - Les Darvas 
      

BOY SCOUT MEETINGS HAVE BEEN CANCELLED 
Our Boy Scout Troop 178, along with other church groups, has not been meeting . 

The Cleveland Scout office scheduled weeklong summer camp but our troop, along with 
many others, did not attend.  

Unfortunately our Scouts' annual March Pancake and Sausage Breakfast was also 
postponed but hopefully when the current virus is over the breakfast will happen by the 
end of this year. Patrons' March 22 tickets will be honored.  
                                                                                            -  Les Darvas, Scoutmaster 
 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
Once our church building is open to small groups and meetings, UMW will get 
together in Jump Fellowship Hall. We will sit three to a table and learn about the 
Lesser Known Women of the Bible, a book from Guidepost.  

                                                                                         - Ruby Cunningham, president 
 

MISSION IN ACTION 
Due to the fact that we have not been worshiping onsite, you will find 
envelopes for the three special offerings - UMCOR, Native American 
Ministries Sunday, and Peace with Justice Sunday - on the back table should 
you wish to donate once we return to worshiping in the sanctuary.   
                                                                - Ruby Cunningham, Mission Committee Chairperson 



 
 

IN THE GARDEN MINISTRY: We have reached 100 lbs. of produce! 

A huge thank you to our Garden Ministry Team. 
 

In no specific order, below is a list of the Garden Ministry Team.     - Roy

• Rob Pongallo 

• Roy Buser  

• Derek Oesterreich 

• David Keller-Gipson  

• Pat Senkar 

• Jan Pongallo 

• Jill Pongallo 

• Jan Walter 

• Kathy Pavick  

• Sandy Foster 

• Joey Pavick 

• Barb Buser 

Thank you for ministry! 

 
 

EGG SHELL RECIPE: Bake 15 to 20 minutes at 250°.  

           Set aside to cool. Place in bag and crush. 

MESH BAGS (potatoes and citrus come in)  
are needed for fall garden produce. 

 

                                                              
                                
                            TO OUR LIVESTREAMING TEAM! 
 

• Slides:    John Motley  

• Video:   Rob Pongallo 

• Liturgists:   Sandy Foster and Al Naab 

• Music:   Roy Buser and Jiří Trtík  

• Song Leaders:  John & Debbie Motley 
Jared Gadomski Littleton 
Janis and Jill Pongallo                   

• Worship Elements: Pastor Dianne 



 
 

LECTIONARY SCRIPTURE READINGS for SEPTEMBER 

Sept. 6: Exodus 12:1-14;  Psalm 148;  Romans 13:8-14;  Matthew 18:15-20 

Sept. 13: Exodus 14:19-31;  Exodus 15:1b-11, 20-21;   

Romans 14:1-12;  Matthew 18:21-35  

Sept. 20: Exodus 16:2-15;  Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45;   

Philippians 1:21-30;  Matthew 20:1-16 

Sept. 27:  Exodus 17:1-7;  Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16;   

Philippians 2:1-13;  Matthew 21:23-32 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

30 
 

10:30a Worship  
 

31 
 

1 
 

Bulletin Deadline  
 

2 
 

6p Book 
Study/Zoom 

3 
 
 
 

4 
 

 

5 
 

 

6 
 

10:30a Worship 
 

11:45am 
Finance/Zoom  

7 
 

Labor Day 

8 
 

Bulletin Deadline  
 

 

9 
 

6p Book 
Study/Zoom 

10 
 

 

11 
 
 

 

12 
 
 

13 
 

10:30a Worship 

 

14 
 

 

15 
 

Bulletin Deadline  
 

October 
MESSENGER 
deadline 
 

16 
 

6p Book 
Study/Zoom 

17 
 

 

18 
 
 

19 
 
 

20 
 

10:30a Worship  
 

21 
 

22 
 

Bulletin Deadline  
 
  

23 
 

6p Book 
Study/Zoom 

24 
 

 
 

25 
 

EOC Annual 
Conference 

26 
 

EOC Annual 
Conference 
 
 

27 
 

10:30a Worship  
 

EOC Annual 
Conference 

28 
 
 

 

29 
 

Bulletin Deadline  
 
  

30 
 

6p Book 
Study/Zoom 
 

1 
 

2 
 
 

3 
 
 

             

T          Thy Word is a  

            lamp unto my  

        f   feet, and a 

light unto my path. 

        - Psalm 119:105  



 
 

 
 

WORSHIP REMOTELY 
via our LIVESTREAMED worship service 

 at 10:30am. 
 

• ChristUMC.com             

• Youtube.com/user/ChristChurch75 

• Facebook.com/ChristUMC1938 

• Buzz Ministry: 216-400-5600 - press 4  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Christ United Methodist Church 
3625 West 138th Street 
Cleveland, OH  44111 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
  


