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CHRIST UMC WELCOMES YOU 

If you would like to know more about 
Christ United Methodist Church or 
how to become a member, you may 
contact the church office. 
 

Church Office Hours  
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 

9:00am - 2:00pm 
 

Worship Service is Sunday at 10:30am. 
 

Communion is served  
the first Sunday of each month. 

 

Our Nursery is available during both 
Sunday School and Worship. 

 

Sunday School classes are held 
September through May. 

Start time is 9:00am. 
Classes are available for children, 

teenagers and adults. 
 

Our Music Program includes a  
Chancel Choir and Bell Choir for adults, 

and a children’s choir, King’s Kids.  
 

Rehearsals are held Tuesday evenings, 
September through May. 

Bell Choir at 6:30pm  
Chancel Choir at 7:00pm 

King’s Kids, practice times vary 
 

 

 

February 2020 



 
 

FEBRUARY LETTER 
 FROM PASTOR DIANNE 

Most of you know that Corbin, who sang here at the church with our 
daughters Estelle and Glennis and Glennis’ boyfriend Sammy on Christmas Eve, 
and I have not been together for quite some time. In fact, he moved out of our 
home in August of 2013. In January of 2014, surrounded by my closest friends, my 
brother in Christ Erik led us in a service of dissolution of marriage. Erik and I had 
created the ceremony, in which I removed my wedding ring and left it on the altar, 
as a way for me to acknowledge that the covenant Corbin and I had made together 
in May of 1989 was no longer – and that I could not force it to be. 
     I wrote about this event in an essay for Christian Century that was published in 
July of last year. You can find it here: 
https://www.christiancentury.org/article/readers-write/promise-essays-
readers?reload=1579540977876 
As I wrote, this was one of the hardest periods of my life. It is not something I had 
ever wanted or envisioned. But it was something that happened. Corbin and I 
never stopped being friends through this ordeal, and I still enjoy hearing about his 
physics research and his trips to play games with our friends from college. We 
continue to co-parent our three children and trust one another’s opinions and 
instincts. But we do not live together, and I don’t believe we ever will again. 
     The news headlines about the United Methodist Church in the past few weeks 
have talked about the inevitability that the church will split over differing beliefs 
around homosexuality. Many of these headlines have called the split a difficult, 
but necessary divorce. It is hard for me to see these words in print. Divorce is 
painful. There are never “winners” in a divorce. Both parties are hurt, both parties 
are “less than” in some ways without the other. 
     But divorce is sometimes necessary for future growth. Our United Methodist 
Social Principles put it this way: 

when a married couple is estranged beyond reconciliation, even 
after thoughtful consideration and counsel, divorce is a 
regrettable alternative in the midst of brokenness. We grieve over 
the devastating emotional, spiritual, and economic consequences 
of divorce for all involved,… We encourage an intentional 
commitment of the Church and society to minister 
compassionately to those in the process of divorce, as well as 

https://www.christiancentury.org/article/readers-write/promise-essays-readers?reload=1579540977876
https://www.christiancentury.org/article/readers-write/promise-essays-readers?reload=1579540977876


 
 

members of divorced and remarried families, in a community of 
faith where God’s grace is shared by all.1 

 
The Protocol for Reconciliation and Grace Through Separation, 

(https://ntcumc.org/signed_umc_mediation_protocoal_statement_-2020.pdf)  
was developed over the past six months by a group of clergy and lay United 
Methodists from different cultures, backgrounds, and viewpoints. This protocol 
provides a way forward for the church, but it does not come without cost. It allows 
for the separation of those who believe in a “traditionalist” viewpoint from those 
who have a more “progressive” understanding of the role of LGBTQ people in our 
churches. 
     This protocol is not approved, and cannot be approved, until it is brought 
before the General Conference in May of this year. If it is approved, there will be 
more steps required before the separation of the church will be finalized. As your 
pastor, I will do my best to keep you informed as to the latest information on this 
and other legislation brought before the General Conference. To that end, I plan to 
host open discussions in the parapet after worship on February 23, more dates in 
coming months. If you have any questions about the protocol, what it means for 
Christ UMC, or any other matters, please feel free to come to those open meetings 
or contact me at any time. 
     Communication is the key in any relationship. It is the key here in the church as 
well. I hope no matter what your opinion or convictions, we can continue to live as 
Christ’s followers and continue to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world. And of course, always remember to  
Fear Not 
Dianne 

 

LOSS/GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 
The Loss/Grief Support Group has scheduled four monthly  
Monday night meetings at 7:00pm in the Emma Lang Lounge:  
February 3, March 2, April 6, May 4. Please join us, to find the  
comfort you seek or share the strength you've received, in a  
loving, Christian group.                    All are welcome! 

 

 
1 http://ee.umc.org/what-we-believe/the-nurturing-community 

https://ntcumc.org/signed_umc_mediation_protocoal_statement_-2020.pdf


 
 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS     (new names in bold print) 
Russ & Delores Van Scyoc      Guy Mann, Jr.  Ashley Powers 
Tracie Nolan & family   Lynn Parker  Carol De Laat  
Jan Walter     Lindsey Parker  Sally Caskey  
Nadene & Dennis Smith  Debby Nesbitt  Ruby Cunningham  
Elaine & Les Darvas   Cynthia Light  The Thorkelson family  
Pat & Pam Finnegan   Chris Beam  Galen Younkin 
Marianne Keith-Rueting  Jim Tobak   Dave Dickman    
Sherry Verlie, Lana Verlie’s sister-in-law Chris Leu, Michelle Wentland’s brother 
Mary Beth Murphy, Jack Murphy’s sister Gary Musselman, Galen’s friend 
Dave Alleman, Lisa Van Scyoc’s friend  Harry, Ruby C.’s brother 
 

Congratulations to Matt & Jenna Brennan on the birth of their daughter 
Katherine Sylvia Brennan, born on December 7, 2019. Proud grandmother 
is Shari Basenback.  

 
I am thankful for what God gave us in witness, produce and peace 
at the garden. We will be picking up another bed next year - that 

makes 4 beds to plant, harvest and share! I’m looking forward to March 2020. In 
preparation, I will be asking for coffee grounds once we get into 2020. They help 
with pH levels.                                                                                               --- Roy 
 

Thank you so much Pastor Dianne, Sharon and Carol for visiting me. 
Thank you also for the beautiful prayer shawl from the ladies of the 

church and the prayers and get well cards. I appreciate everyone so much for their 
love and friendship.                                                                          --- Mary Lou Kerr 
 

Your prayers for Carson are greatly appreciated. He is doing well 
and is back to school.                                     --- Krystyna Seman 

 

 

Dear Roy and Linda, 
Thank you for the wonderful Caroling Sing-a-long 

on December 28, 2019. We enjoyed the happy songs and 
friendship of CUMC. We appreciate your talents! 
                              Sincerely,     Shirley , Sharon & Kate 



 
 

 
What I’ve Learned  

From A Season In The Garden. 
 

About a year ago, I made the decision to engage the San Diego 
Community garden on behalf of Christ Church. I’d thought 
about it for several years but never acted on it. What a life 
changing decision this was; not just for me, but also for CUMC 

and the surrounding community. Never did I think about the overall impact the garden would 
have. I just thought it would be fun to plant some seeds and grow something. The garden took 
on a life of its own. 
 

Here is some of what I learned. 

• Keep witness simple and not in someone’s face – I remember working in the garden 
in mid-August when an eastern European woman, probably in her mid-70s, stopped 
her car, stood in the middle of the street and admired the 10-12 foot sunflowers. I 
walked over and through our inherent language barrier we had a conversation. I 
spoke of the church, the garden and our meals. She spoke of “home” with her mom 
and grandma harvesting sunflower for their seed.  “Aaaaa” the memories she tried to 
convey – eventually I gave her a sunflower to take home – she cried in the middle of 
the street holding the flower like a baby. 

• Witness is community -  I/we became a part of a gardening community.  What I 
didn’t really think about, then learned and will keep on learning – God’s human 
race/we began in a garden.  We became part of God’s creation in the very first 
chapter of the Bible; the Garden of Eden. Genesis 1:11. Jesus began his last trek as a 
human in a garden - the Garden of Gethsemane. Luke 22:43-44. As others like Jan P, 
Jill P, Jan W and David joined me in working the garden, so did other SDG (San Diego 
Garden) gardeners work. They are much more aware of Christ Church. They are now 
very aware that we garden to the community meal. The passersby would stop and 
talk, point at various beds and plants, smile and become part of our community 
located at W. 138th and San Diego, and we became a part of their community at the 
very same intersection of W 138th and San Diego. 

• Gardening is very physical.  Now having gardened in the past, I knew this. However, 
planting organically, in raised beds without power equipment is a totally different 
game. There would be Saturday evenings and Sunday mornings I would have some 
kind of ache as a result of working in the garden. The ache would remind me of the 
mind calming work I’d done; the work really became enjoyable. Speaking of work 
and produce, once again the Bible engages over and over again. “Farmers who wait 
for perfect weather never plant. If they watch every cloud, they never harvest.” 
Ecclesiastes 11: 4. “Those too lazy to plow in the right season will have no food at the 
harvest.”  We had harvest in 2019: fruit, vegetable and people; those people came to 



 
 

know our building we know as Christ Church, because they learned about us, the 
Christ Church people, at the garden. 

• The garden does engage many – thank you to those who helped with the planting, 
the weeding, the watering, the egg shells, the harvesting and the leaves. Many hands 
engaged by many people made the work light. 

• The garden is a place of peace. I ate numerous meals at the garden; dinner after 
work, breakfast with my grandchildren on Sunday mornings, lunch with Jo B, just to 
name a few. What a beautiful place of respite; to see Gods master craft in nature: 
the bumble bee, the rabbit, the butterfly, the lushness of the plant growth and the 
kindnesses of the passersby. I found great comfort there and a great place to 
decompress. Hoping more of you join me at the garden next year. Is this Biblical? 
“The Lord will surely comfort Zion and will look with compassion on all her ruins; he 
will make her deserts like Eden, her wastelands like the garden of the Lord. Joy and 
gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the sound of music.”  Isaiah 51:3. 

• The garden is a place to pray and remember.  “ Then Jesus went with them to the 
olive grove called Gethsemane, and he said, ‘Sit here while I go over there to pray.’” 
Matthew 26:36. The garden is a real living Bible experience place! 

 

I am a far better person for having taken up the adventure. I’m further convinced, with all of 
the moments, people and relationships I have experienced through the garden, that God is 
very real and wants us to gather at the garden for peace, to work, and to nurture persons and 
plants so that we all can have a better and loving harvest in and with his creation – including 
ourselves. 
 

Hope to see you there. 
We begin again mid-March 2020. 
 

Peace 
Roy 

CUMC San Diego Community Garden Needs 
                                                      
 

                                                     Looking for coffee grounds  
                                                  to prep our beds for this year.  
 
 

Please start saving egg shells! They help with rodent control! 

RECIPE:  Bake at 250° for 15 to 20minutes. 
Set aside to cool. Place in bag and crush. 

 

Thank you - you are appreciated! 

                                                                                             - Thanks,  Roy                                            



 
 

        MISSION IN ACTION 

During 2019, the Church Mission Funding collected and distributed the following: 
Special Envelopes: 
o Human Relations Sunday $ 53.60 
o One Great Hour of Sharing    18.00 
o Peace with Justice     40.00 
o Native American Sunday    32.00 
o World Wide Communion    46.00 
o Student Day      25.00 

Blanket Sunday      390.00 
Pastor’s Cambodian Mission        1,964.00 
Conference School Supplies    183.60 
 

Grand Total:                                $2,752.20 
 

If everyone that can would give $1, what a blessing! 

                                                          - Ruby Cunningham, Mission Committee Chairperson 

    
On Wednesday, December 11, the UMW had a 

nice Christmas party, 20 persons were served a 
good lunch. 

Pastor Dianne installed the officers: Ruby 
Cunningham, president; Sharon Zothner, vice-
president; Jill Pongallo, secretary; Joan Corrai, 

treasurer; Monta Demchak, Sunshine Card sender. 
Susan Balesky, in devotions, asked each of us to tell who was the star who 

brought us to Christ - before opening gifts. 
The Lenten Luncheon meeting will be Wednesday, March 11, at 12:30pm with 

West Park UCC guests. There will be soup, chicken and egg salad sandwiches, and 
cookies. We hope to have a speaker on missions. 

January 26 is Teach, Reach, Blessed Sunday. East Ohio plans to help build a 
dormitory for women students at African University. Donation are needed.      

                                                                         - Ruby Cunningham, president                                                                    

 

         NEW DVD MOVIES ARE NEEDED  
                           for Children’s Movie Time during worship.  
 



 
 

 

 If you’re already looking forward to spring, then hopefully you will enjoy the 
fourth full day of spring for that will be the day of the annual  

BOY SCOUT PANCAKE AND SAUSAGE BREAKFAST. 
This event is our scouts’ only fund-raiser of each year and its success guarantees 
that our church again will sponsor this meaningful youth group for another full 
year. 
 So thanks for looking forward to it. I am looking forward to seeing you there 
for a great morning breakfast.                    - Les Darvas, Scoutmaster 

 

FROM THE OFFICE 

• If you are hospitalized, please let the office know. The hospital is not allowed 
to contact us unless you make a specific request. 

• Thank you for returning the altar flower vases.   

• NEW home address, email or phone number? Please let the office know. 
 

 

 
 

Tuesday, February 25: Shrove Tuesday, 6:00pm/West Park UCC 
Wednesday, February 26: Ash Wednesday Worship Service, 7:00pm/Sanctuary 
Wednesdays during Lent, beginning March 4: Lent Study, 5:30p/West Park UCC 
Saturday, April 4:  Children’s Easter Party, 11:00am/JFH 
Thursday, April 9:  Maundy Thursday Soup and Worship, 6:00pm/West Park UCC 
Friday, April 10: Good Friday Worship Service, 7:30pm/West Park UCC 
Saturday, April 11: Holy Saturday Easter Vigil, 7:00pm/Sanctuary 

BOY SCOUT TROOP 178 

Sunday, March 22 
From 8:30am until 1:00pm / Adult $7.50 and Child $4.50 



 
 

LECTIONARY SCRIPTURE READINGS:  FEBRUARY 

Feb 2: Micah 6:1-8;  Psalm 15;  1 Corinthians 1:18-31;  Matthew 5:1-12 

Feb 9: Isaiah 58:1-12;  Psalm 112:1-10;  1 Corinthians 2:1-16;  Matthew 5:13-20 

Feb 16: Deuteronomy 30:15-20;  Psalm 119:1-8;   
1 Corinthians 3:1-9;  Matthew 5:21-37 

Feb 23:  Exodus 24:12-18;  Psalm 99;  2 Peter 1:16-21;  Matthew 17:1-9 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 26 
9:00a Sunday School 
9:30a Café Time 
10:30a Worship 

 

27 
7:15a AA/JFH 
 
 

8p AA/JFH 

28 
7:15a AA/JFH 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
 

6:30p Bells 
7:00p Choir  
 

7p Boy Scouts/JFH 

29  
7:15a AA/JFH 
 
 

6p Zumba/JFH  
 

30 
7:15a AA/JFH 
 
 
 

31 
7:15a AA/JFH 
 

 

1 
 
 

 

2 
Communion 
9:00a Sunday School 
9:30a Café Time 

10:30a Worship 

11:45a Worship 

Committee/ELL 

3 
7:15a AA/JFH 
 
 

7p Loss/Grief 
Support 
Group/ELL 
 

8p AA/JFH 

4 
7:15a AA/JFH 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
 

6:30p Bells 
7:00p Choir  
 

7p Boy Scouts/JFH  

5 
7:15a AA/JFH 
 
 
 
 

6p Zumba/JFH 

6 
7:15a AA/JFH 

7 
7:15a AA/JFH 

8 
 
RFM - Stay 
at Home Tea 

9 
Scouting Ministries 
Sunday 
9:00a Sunday School 
9:30a Café Time 

10:30a Worship 

11:45a Finance/Lib  

10 
7:15a AA/JFH 
 
 

8p AA/JFH 

11 
7:15a AA/JFH 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
 

6:30p Bells 
7:00p Choir  
 

7p Boy Scouts/JFH 

12 
7:15a AA/JFH 
 

9:30a Shawl 
Ministry/ 
Workroom 
 

Noon Open 
Lunch/Rubin’s 
 

6p Zumba/JFH 

13 
7:15a AA/JFH 
 

 

14 
7:15a AA/JFH 

 

 

15 
 
March 
Messenger 
Deadline 
 

16 
Human Relations Day 
9:00a Sunday School 
9:30a Café Time 
10:30a Worship 
11:45a Spring Fling 
Soup & Salad/JFH 
 

17 
7:15a AA/JFH 
 

Office Closed 
 

8p AA/JFH 

18 
7:15a AA/JFH 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
 

6:30p Bells 
7:00p Choir  
 

7p Boy Scouts/JFH 

19 
7:15a AA/JFH 
 
 
 

6p Zumba/JFH 

20 
7:15a AA/JFH 
 
 
 
 

21 
7:15a AA/JFH 
 
 

22 
 
 

23 
9:00a Sunday School 
9:30a Café Time 
10:30a Worship 
11:45a Open Talk 
with Pastor 
Dianne/ELL 
 

24 
7:15a AA/JFH 
 
 

8p AA/JFH 

25 
7:15a AA/JFH 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
 

6:30p Bells 
7:00p Choir  
 

7p Boy Scouts/JFH 

26   
7:15a AA/JFH 
 
 

6p Zumba/JFH 
 

7p Ash 
Wednesday 
Service 

27 
7:15a AA/JFH 
 
 

 

28 
7:15a AA/JFH 
 

 

29 
 
5:00p 
Community 
Meal 



 
 

                 Christ United Methodist Church 
                       West Park Neighborhood 
             West 138th Street & Lorain Avenue 
                        EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 

                                                                                5:00pm - 6:30pm
This community Meal is FREE and open to anyone  

from our congregation and the neighborhood. 
All are encouraged and welcome to attend. 

Questions?  Call John Motley at 440-879-0222. 
 

Donations are gladly accepted. 
Make checks payable to Christ UMC with "GROW meal" on the comment line. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Christ United Methodist Church 
3625 West 138th Street 
Cleveland, OH  44111 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 


